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Hello Delegates, 
  

My name is Simon Babb. I am a senior at Boston University Academy. I am excited to be 

your chairman for BUAMUN 2017. Your vice-chair will be June Ahn, a sophomore at BU 

Academy I’ve been a member of BU Academy’s Model UN team and have staffed at BUAMUN 

for the past two years. This year, we’ll be simulating the World Health Organization (WHO), a 

vastly important component of the UN that strives to build a better, healthier future for people all 

over the world. To make this the best possible conference, be sure to research your country’s 

position on the topics. Coming to assembly adequately prepared will make for a much more 

enjoyable and productive experience. Additionally, I want to encourage everyone to speak as 

much as possible. Participation is key for presenting your country in best way possible. 

 

I hope we will have a great conference and you learn a lot about Model UN! 

  

Sincerely, 

Simon Babb 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Background :  

The World Health Organization (WHO) was created by the United Nations in 1948 to serve as 

the “authority for international health matters and public health.”1 The UN outlined the founding 

principles for WHO in its constitution, which entered into force on April 7, 1948. In it, health 

was outlined as a fundamental human right. The WHO aims to assure the highest level of health 

for all people.2 194 states are members of WHO. Any UN member state is eligible for 

membership by simply accepting the WHO constitution.3 Non-member nations can apply to join 

through the World Health Assembly, “the decision-making body of WHO.”4 The Assembly is 

composed of all WHO member states to appoint officials, outline policies, and manage the 

budget. The WHO plays a vital role in promoting health across the globe, employing over 7000 

people in 150 countries. 

  

Topic 1: Improving Response to Epidemics in Developing Nations 

An epidemic is defined as “A widespread occurrence of an infectious disease in a 

community at a particular time.”5 Epidemics are one of the most pressing challenges facing the 

international community. They are particularly devastating in developing nations that do not 

have the necessary health infrastructure to offer a swift response and can desolate large areas, as 

witnessed during recent Ebola epidemics in West Africa.  

However, epidemics can be managed and prevented if governments and medical 

organizations allocate enough resources and develop a stable structure. For example, systems for 

                                                
1 http://www.who.int/violence_injury_prevention/publications/road_traffic/world_report/intro.pdf 
2 http://apps.who.int/gb/bd/PDF/bd48/basic-documents-48th-edition-en.pdf#page=7 
3 http://www.who.int/countries/en/ 
4 http://www.who.int/mediacentre/events/governance/wha/en/ 
5 https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/definition/epidemic 



 

 

sharing patient data with local medical facilities and non-government aid organizations are 

critical to early prevention of a outbreak.6 Moreover, coordinating the response between doctors 

treating affected patients and epidemiology and vaccine production is another area that is vital to 

epidemic prevention in developing nations.7 Another important part to improving response is 

developing cost-effective testing for the disease. Without tests for diseases it is hard to determine 

how severe the situation is. Locating how far the diseases have spread and why they are doing so 

is key to preventing further spreading and of the disease. Additionally, locating a “patient zero” 

while maintaining a quarantine zone are vital for stopping an epidemic. This provides scientists 

invaluable information in determining the cause of the outbreak and how it can be stopped. Often 

times, these present logistical challenges that are simply beyond the capacity of the nation 

experiencing the outbreak and the international community must provide significant assistance. 

These outbreaks have devastating economic and societal effects on the regions they occur in. 

Limiting them is key to the general wellness of developing nations. 

 

Past Epidemics: 

For example, the 2014-2016 Ebola Outbreak left over 11,000 people dead and over 

20,000 other affected by the disease.8 The outbreak originated in South Sudan and spread 

throughout Africa. Ebola spreads through the blood of animals and then spreads through human 

to human contact, creating a swift and highly contagious disease that thrived in populated areas. 

                                                
6 https://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/outbreaks/history/summaries.html 
7 http://time.com/3753684/ebola-medecins-sans-frontiers-west-africa-world-health-organization-slow-

response-cost-lives/ 
8 https://www.cdc.gov/vhf/ebola/outbreaks/history/summaries.html 



 

 

This outbreak saw a breakdown of vital services in the affected regions, with whole regions 

undergoing quarantine.9 

If the UN coordinated an international response to Ebola earlier, the spread of the disease 

would have been limited and over 10,000 lives could have potentially been saved. A rapid initial 

response and enforcement of quarantine would have severely limited the spread of the disease. A 

system must be put in place to quell the next deadly outbreak as soon as possible. 

 

Questions to consider:  

1. What past experience with epidemics does your country have? 

2. What actions does your country take in order to prevent future epidemics? 

3. What is the most important factor in the prevention of diseases (Finding cures, restricting 

areas, etc.)? 

4. What is the international community’s role in responding to and preventing epidemics? 

  

 

  

Topic 2: Creating functional healthcare systems and exploring universal care 

A functional health system provides care to a wide range of people with a focus on 

meeting patient needs and affordability. These systems must be backed by solid logistics, 

involving areas such as budgets, employee-training and placement, and well-supported 

facilities.10 The WHO has made it a priority to aid all nations in creating functional health 

systems. The WHO looks to establish guidelines for systems that maximize both providing the 

                                                
9 http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-28522824 
10 http://www.who.int/topics/health_systems/en/ 



 

 

best possible patient care and affordability. Creating functional health system is key to moving 

towards and achieving the goal of universal health coverage for all UN member states by 2030.11 

  Universal health care refers to a health care system that covers all citizens in a particular 

country. It aims to improve access to care, treatment, and medicine to all members of a society at 

affordable prices. The ability of a nation to provide quality care at affordable prices helps  

combat global poverty and create opportunities for long term economic growth. Developing and 

exploring new healthcare systems, with a focus on providing universal care, will be an important 

part of this committee. 

 

Questions to Consider:  

1. What type of healthcare exists in your country? 

2. Does universal healthcare exist in your country? 

3. What do you think is the most important factor to consider when developing healthcare? 

4. How should healthcare systems be funded? 

5. What services should universal healthcare provide? To Whom? 

                                                
11 http://www.who.int/universal_health_coverage/en/ 


